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friends of liberty, and in an ener- 
getic poem ascribed to his pen, re- 
joiced that when 

" Light pour'd o'er the nation In one bril- 
liant blaze, 
Man saw, and his chain disappeared." 

This poet's eyes are alas ! become 
either dim with age, or because he 
is content to see with other people's 
eyes rather than with his own ; and he 
once more contentedly wears his chain. 
He has taken leave of his " Harp," 
with the intention *' of ne'er invok- 
ing it again," but as he has writ- 
ten some poems since he formed 
this resolution, I hope he means that 
he has taken leave of insipid, non- 
sensical trifles, and that instead of 
writing wretched doggrel on " Em- 
peror Nap," he will once more 
become the enlightened, and ar- 
dent friend to libertv. Y. 



For the Be/fast Monthly Magazine. 

ON THE PROGRESS OF VACCINATION, 
AND THE MODE OP REMOVING PRE- 
JUDICES AGAIN8T ITS MORE GENE- 
RAL ADOPTION IN PRACTICE. 

HP HE salutary effects of the cow- 
■*- pox, as a preventative against 
that dreadful and often fatal dis- 
ease, the small pox, are establish- 
ed on so secure a foundation, as not 
to be affected by a few instances 
of decided failne. It' is certainly 
wrong to reject a security, which 
has not been found to fail so often 
as one in 5,000, because a very 
few instances of failure have oc- 
curred. Unmixed benefits are not 
to be looked for, in the present im- 
perfect state of human knowledge. 
It is sufficient that we are able to 
do much to alleviate sullermg and 
misery. Let us do what we can, 
and not indulge our indolence by 
waiting till we can gratify the 
highest ideal extent -of our wishes. 

Many of the reputed failures have 
•ccured thro' want of cartful ob- 



servation in those who performed 
the operation. It is not sufficient to 
make the puncture with the lancet, 
and insert the vaccine matter ; fre- 
quent inspections are afterwards ne- 
cessary, to - see that the future appear- 
ances are such as characterize the 
true disease, that the pustule is not 
of the spurious kind, or has not been 
prematurely broken before the dis- 
ease has constitutionally affected the 
patient, and that the areola is pro- 
perly formed. Care also is necessary 
to see that the sore, from want of at- 
tention, or from the effects of scratch- 
ing, does not degenerate into an 
ugiy ulcer, in the latter stages of the 
progress. If the needful attention 
is not bestowed, more injury than 
good may be done by the most bene- 
volent exertions, when not directed 
by skill and caution. A false secu- 
rity may also be injudiciously given 
so as to produce much misery to 
individuals and families, and bring 
the practice into disrepute, if care 
is not taken to guard against mis- 
takes in the various stages of the 
disorder by regular inspection. 

Previously to making any attempts 
in this way, persons should "acquire a 
theoretical knowledge of the disease, 
by reading the best authoritiesonthe 
subject, to which they should sedu- 
lously add strict attention to obtain 
practical accuracy in distinguish- 
ing the different characteristics of 
the genuine vaccine disease. So 
guarded they may escape the pe« 
rilsof engaging in a line of quackery, 
a practice which in unskilful hands 
has produced much mischief under 
the benevolent design of doing good, 
and without a medical education, per- 
sons may be usefully employed in 
disseminating the benefits of vacci- 
nation among their neighbours with- 
out encroaching on the prerogatives 
of the faculty of medicine. 

It would however be desirable to 
see the professors of the healing art 
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in their various gradations more exe- 
cutive in promoting the spread of 
vaccination, and in assisting to over- 
come the prejudices of the people 
against its adoption. When called 
onto officiate, they, in general, will 
not decline, and if they happen to 
have the infect ion without the trouble 
of looking for it, will not object to in- 
oculate the poor gratis, but some- 
thing more is called for from them. 
Zeal is requisite to recommend a 
novel practise ; in this case, it is a 
zeal against selfish interests, and con 
sequently requires an additional im- 
petus to overcome the momentum ; 
because the universal substitution of 
vaccination would operate to the 
abridgement of fees. I am not so 
illiberal as to suppose that members 
of the medical profession, who num- 
ber in their ranks many men of the 
most enlarged minds, even, I have 
frequently thought more than in the 
other called learned professions, are 
more actuated by the desire of gain 
than others, yet the association of 
fee, and assistance may sometimes 
almost imperceptibly to themselves, 
tend to damp ardour in the cause of 
philanthropy and at least produce 
a kind of snpineness or indifference 
in extending, over obstacles, a plan 
which however likely to do general 
good is not the road to emolument. 
I have always disapproved of the 
doctrines of the school which attri- 
butes human actions to selfish motives, 
and attempts to account for the most 
strenuous exertions of benevolence 
by denominating them the efforts of 
a refined self-love. I do not think 
selfish motives predominate so for- 
cibly in the human constitution as 
this theory endeavours to prove. 
Men may by always holding up this 
doctrine, force themselves to think it 
is an essential part of their nature, 
and conform in selfish practice to 
the theory of selfish motives, and 
thus bring down conduct to a 
low standard of theory, but I " who 



think more highly of our kind," 
wish to exait bntb practice and theory 
to a higher standard, and to remove 
" the flattering unction," by which 
men often reconcile themselves by the 
fallacies of erroneous theories to a 
deterioration of the moral sense in 
practice. I am led a little out of the 
way, by stumbling on those remarks 
on the selfishness of our nature, as 
if it were a necessary law of our 
constitution, for as 1 do not approve 
the doctrine, I cannot readily pass 
the occasion to give it a lash as I 
proceed, though at the expense of 
appearing to act in a digressive and 
irrelevant manner To the honour of 
our nature. I have known many 
instances of pure benevolence, which 
by no mode of torturing could be 
brought within the system of selfish- 
ness. 

But to return to the subject of vac- 
cination, which is the chief business 
of this essay. I wish to mention that 
being inclined to use some exer- 
tion, to promote this practice in my 
neighbourhood, I had my intentions 
revived in part, by reading an essay 
on the progress of vaccination pub- 
lished in your magazine a few- 
months ago. I wrote to Dublin to 
the Vaccine Establishment, and pro- 
cured a packet of infection,* and 
commenced my operations. I have 
since had upwards of 1.50 children 
vaccinated under my inspection. 



The Jollttwing Advertisement shows the manner 
of procuring Infection* 
• " Great inconvenience having arises 
from Correspondents of the Institution ne- 
glecting to address their Letters agreeable 
to instructions, It is requested that those 
applying for Cow-Pock Matter, may di- 
rect as follows. " On the business of the 
Cow- Pock Institution, Dr. Labatt Secre- 
tary, No. 62, Sackville-street." 

And to send such letters under cover, 
addressed thus: 
" Edward S. Lees, Esq. 

" General Pqst-Office, Dublin." 

P. S. Gratuicuous Inoculations to the 

POOR on Tuesdays and Fridays, at one 
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most of whom have passed through 
the disease regularly. I kept a diary 
of the proceedings, and noted the ap- 
pearances on the ditterentdavs of in- 
spection. By this means I acquired a 
more accurate knowledge of the pro- 
gress of the disease in its different sta- 
ges, and have the account to refer to, 
in case of any future occurrence 
to the children, which may render 
it necessary to recur to it. From 
this journal 1 select the follow- 
ing cases, as containing some in- 
formation which may assist to form 
more accurate knowledge on the 
subject, as well as point out the 
cautions necessary in the practice. 

I shall first, mention a few cases, 
in which [ doubt if the genuine 
disease has been excited, and one 
of total failure. 

October 8th, E. M infected. 14th, 
the top of the pustule rubbed off; 
the areola not distinctly marked, and 
the appearance red and inflamed. 
16th, The pustule not regularly 
formed. 

21st, M. C. infected. 24th, 
The pustule looks Veil, but rather 
too forward. 26th, The pustule is 
too far advanced to allow to take 
infection, though it is only the 6th 
day. November 9th reinfected, as 
the pustule had declined as rapid- 
ly as it had come prematurely for- 
ward in the beginning The l&th, 
the second inoculation after ap- 
pearing to proceed for two or three 
days, went off again. 

H. M'D. was inoculated at the 
same time; similar appearances suc- 
ceeded ; on the 9th, reinfected, and 
on the 18th, very little appearance 



o'Clock. — Packets of Infection, with printed 
directions, may be transmitted by Post (free 
of expense,) at 2s. 6d. each ; which sura 
must be inclosed in the letter of application. 
Or Gentlemen supplied for One Guinea per 
annum — Army Surgeon* supplied through 
the Medical Board. 



of the inoculation. The arm in- 
flamed a little the second time, and 
was soon healed without passing 
through the disease. 

October 3 1 st, N. M infected. Nov. 
3d, The pustule far advanced, but 
looks well. 5th, The pustule very 
forward, looks inflamed, and rather 
irregular. 9th, A scab formed, but 
little inflammation. The appearance 
had been prematurely forward, and 
equally rapid in the decline, which 
iudicates a spurious pustule. The 
father of the child declined to have 
another trial made, as was recom- 
mended. 

Uctober 21st, J. M'M. inoculated. 
31st, Scab rubbed off, and but little 
appearance ; reinoculated, November 
3d, first incision having healed without 
leaving any mark, the second but 
slightly affected. 9th, The second ino- 
culation showed some s\ tiiptoms of 
coming on, but on the 12th, the ap- 
pearance was much more faint, and 
the relations were warned to keen 
the child from the infection of the 
small pox which was in the neigh- 
bourhood, and a note made that there 
was no probability of etiectual se- 
curity. 21st the child was very ill 
in the small pox. She afterwards 
recovered, and her sister who was 
vaccinated with her, and ano- 
ther sister who had the cow-pox 
some years ago, escaped, although 
they were exposed in the fullest 
manner to variolous infection. 

Several children were inoculated 
four times, before infection took 
place. Hence we may see the ne- 
cessity of persevering, and the fallacy 
ot a no i ion often adopted in cases of 
smail-pox and cow-pox, that if the 
first trials do not succeed, the patient 
is not susceptible of infection at a na- 
ture period. Many errors have origi- 
nated from this mistake. Trial aiter 
trial should be made. 

Nov 25th J. M. inoculated ; his 
sister had been ill' eight days In to* 
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small-pox, and he had been con- 
stantly exposed to the contagion. 
28th appearance of coming forward, 
bnt as the small-pox was in the house, 
for the greater security infected the 
other arm. Dec. 1st, the first arm 
comingon well, noappearance on the 
second. 4tb, Both pustules coming on 
well* 8th The fine appearance con- 
tinues. I2lh Cicatrices formed on 
both arms. He appears to have com- 
pletely escaped the small-pox, al- 
though continually exposed to infec- 
tion from his sister. 

Oct. 14th J. M. inoculated. 17th 
The arm looks well. 21st Fine in- 
fection taken from his arm. An erup- 
tion came out, on the 1 1th day after 
inoculation somewhat like srnali-pox, 
but the pustules did not regularly 
fill, but went speedily oft' within 
seven days, and re-appeared two 
or three times afterward?.. This was 
probably the chicken-pox. Nov. 3d 
The arm not fully healed, as during 
the eruption, the progress of vacci- 
nation appeared suspended. 

I could select many other articles 
from the journal, but I forbear to 
intrude farther on the pages of the 
Magazine. My design is to excite 
close attention to the subject, especi- 
ally among those not of the profes- 
sion, and also to point out some 
necessary cautions to be observ- 
ed in the practice, if any should 
undertake to voluuteer as I have 
done in the service. I especially 
caution against undertaking to vac- 
cinate without resolving minutely 
and regularly to inspect in the 
progress. no physicmn. 

To tkt Profrutm of the Selfart Magazine. 

TTAVING lately purchased a Ea- 
*-*• ronietef, which is partly of a 
new construction, I beg for the as- 
sistance of some of your philosophi- 
cal correspondents, to enable me to 
understand the principle on which 
it- is formed. At bottom the mer- 



cury appears to be contained in a 
leathern bag, which is enclosed in 
a wooden case. The bag with the 
mercury contained in it, is acted on 
at pleasure, at its lowest extremity, 
by a screw and button attached t» 
it. As i set ew the button upwards 
the mercury is compressed within the 
bag, and is, of course, forced up in 
the tube oi the barometer, so as at 
length to fill it to the very top. 
Thus the instrument is rendered very 
portable; and in so far as conveni- 
ence for carriage is concerned, this 
construction is undoubtedly a great 
improvement. Barometers of this 
form have, 1 find, been several years 
in use; but it has not happened 
that I have attended to their construc- 
tion until lately. And I am not 
perfectly clear that 1 understand it. 
1 wish to know in what way the 
weight of the atmosphere acts on 
the mercury, in instruments of this 
form. Does it act externally on the 
leathern bag which contains that 
fluid ? and if so, how does it happen 
that the intervention of the leather 
does not, -in some degree, obstruct 
the motion of the mercury in the 
tube? And is there really no such 
obstruction? Does the Mercury in 
these barometers move as easily, is 
it as obedient to the changes in the 
atmosphere, as in barometers in the 
ordinary form ? 

I wish also to be informed if the 
bag be really of leather, and no- 
thing else ? Leather of a particular 
sort, is, ] know, used as a strainer 
for mercury ; and therefore I am 
led to think that here, there may be 
some other substance in addition to 
the leather, within which the mer- 
cury is contained ; or that the leather 
is prepared in some particular way. 

I am anxious also to know the 
exact height at which the mercury 
stands in the tube, for any given 
day. Supposing that the graduation 
in iny barometer i» inaccurate j that 



